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EMD Serono, Inc. and The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer

Center Announce Collaboration for Preclinical Research and Clinical

Trials

Darmstadt, Germany, August 10, 2009 – EMD Serono, Inc., the U.S. affiliate of Merck

KGaA, Darmstadt, and The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center today

announced a strategic alliance designed to provide M. D. Anderson with early insight

into potential cancer treatments and to accelerate EMD Serono’s preclinical and early

clinical research to ultimately bring new drugs to patients faster. The agreement is set

for 3 years with the potential to renew the alliance. Both parties decided not to disclose

financial details.

This non-exclusive strategic alliance will collaboratively draw on the expertise and

resources of M. D. Anderson and EMD Serono to help design and conduct clinical trials

for EMD Serono’s oncology product candidates. M. D. Anderson is a leader in

innovative approaches to oncology clinical trials.

“Building and executing collaborative clinical development programs that optimize the

value of EMD Serono’s products is a core element of the company’s overall strategy as

we grow our oncology presence in the U.S.,” said Dr Bernhard Kirschbaum, Executive

Vice President, Research & Development, Merck Serono. “We hope that through this

alliance we are able to initiate important clinical trials faster and more efficiently to fully

exploit our rich oncology pipeline. This is also a great opportunity to interact with

scientists from M. D. Anderson to ultimately provide new treatment options for people

living with cancer.”
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This collaboration brings together two leaders in the field of personalized medicine with

a renewed commitment to the translational research that will ensure the identification

and clinical development of biomarkers to tailor personalized cancer therapies to the

needs of patients.

“The strategic alliance with EMD Serono allows us to collaborate with a leading

biopharmaceutical organization to gain important, earlier insights into preclinical and

clinical investigational compounds,” said Dr Robert Bast, M.D., Ph.D. and Vice

President for Translational Research at M. D. Anderson. “We believe there are many

opportunities within this alliance to further expand both organizations’ research

initiatives and programs within oncology to bring more effective treatments to our

patients.”

This agreement underscores EMD Serono’s commitment to partnering with academic

and medical institutions in an effort to drive forward late stage research and early stage

development.

M. D. Anderson currently provides care for approximately 90,000 patients each year. In

2008, nearly 13,000 of its patients participated in clinical trials exploring novel

treatments, the largest such program in the nation. EMD Serono is currently evaluating

its oncology clinical pipeline, along with key investigators at M. D. Anderson, to

determine which Phase I clinical trials will benefit from the strategic alliance, and

expects, together, to begin patient enrollment for selected trials in 2009.

About MD Anderson

The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston ranks as one of the

world’s most respected centers focused on cancer patient care, research, education

and prevention. M. D. Anderson is one of only 40 comprehensive cancer centers

designated by the National Cancer Institute. For six of the past eight years, including
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2009, M. D. Anderson has ranked No. 1 in cancer care in “America’s Best Hospitals,” a

survey published annually in U.S. News & World Report.

About Merck Serono

Merck Serono is the division for innovative prescription pharmaceuticals of Merck KGaA, Darmstadt,
Germany, a global pharmaceutical and chemical company. Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland,
Merck Serono discovers, develops, manufactures and markets innovative small molecules and
biopharmaceuticals to help patients with unmet medical needs. In the United States and Canada, EMD
Serono operates through separately incorporated affiliates.

Merck Serono has leading brands serving patients with cancer (Erbitux®, cetuximab), multiple
sclerosis (Rebif®, interferon beta-1a), infertility (Gonal-f®, follitropin alpha), endocrine and metabolic
disorders (Saizen® and Serostim®, somatropin), (Kuvan®, sapropterin dihydrochloride) as well as
cardiometabolic diseases (Glucophage®, metformin), Concor®, bisoprolol), (Euthyrox®, levothyroxine).
Not all products are available in all markets.

With an annual R&D expenditure of around € 1bn, Merck Serono is committed to growing its business in
specialist-focused therapeutic areas including neurodegenerative diseases, oncology, fertility and
endocrinology, as well as new areas potentially arising out of research and development in autoimmune
and inflammatory diseases.

For more information, please visit www.merckserono.com or www.merck.de

About Merck
All Merck Press Releases are distributed by e-mail at the same time they become available on the Merck
Website. Please go to http://www.subscribe.merck.de to register online, change your selection or
discontinue this service.

Merck is a global pharmaceutical and chemical company with total revenues of € 7.6 billion in 2008, a
history that began in 1668, and a future shaped by approximately 33,000 employees in 60 countries. Its
success is characterized by innovations from entrepreneurial employees. Merck's operating activities come
under the umbrella of Merck KGaA, in which the Merck family holds an approximately 70% interest and
free shareholders own the remaining approximately 30%. In 1917 the U.S. subsidiary Merck & Co. was
expropriated and has been an independent company ever since.


